Listeria infection after liver transplantation: report of a case and review of the literature.
Listeria monocytogenes is a well-recognized cause of bacteremia and meningitis in immunocompromised individuals, including recipients of solid organ transplants, but has only rarely been reported following orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT). Most previously reported cases of listeriosis occurred months to years following liver transplantation; we describe a case of listeriosis that occurred within 1 wk of liver transplantation, shortly after discontinuation of trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole prophylaxis, and review the English literature on Listeria infection after OLT. The patient developed abdominal pain and fever that suggested a bile leak, but was definitively diagnosed with Listeria infection by blood culture. The infection was successfully treated with 3 wk of intravenous ampicillin. We conclude that serious systemic infection with Listeria monocytogenes is uncommon following OLT, may occur early in the postoperative period, and responds well to treatment with high dose ampicillin.